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How	to	fix	agitator	in	washing	machine

CC0/Pexels/Pixabay	Cleaning	things	that	are	designed	to	clean	our	stuff	is	an	odd	concept.	Why	does	a	dishwasher	need	washing	when	all	it	does	is	spray	hot	water	and	detergents	around?	It	does	though,	and	the	same	is	true	for	washing	machines.	A	washing	machine	washes	itself	when	it	runs	a	cycle	but	every	once	in	a	while	it	needs	a	thorough
clean	to	make	sure	it	runs	properly.	Washing	machines	filter	out	a	lot	of	junk	from	our	clothes	that	we	don’t	think	about	including	fluff	and	hair.	That	stuff	gets	caught	in	the	machine’s	filter	so	you’ll	need	to	clean	that	out	as	part	of	a	thorough	clean.	Benefits	of	Cleaning	Your	Washing	Machine	On	average	washing	machines	last	14	years.	When	you
consider	that	the	average	washing	machine	runs	seven	cycles	per	week,	that’s	364	cycles	per	year	and	a	total	run	of	over	5,000	washes	in	its	lifetime,	that’s	a	long	life	and	you’ll	only	get	those	numbers	if	you	regularly	maintain	your	machine.	The	most	basic	maintenance	you	can	do	is	to	clean	it	but	if	you	keep	the	machine	on	a	level	surface	and	don’t
overload	the	drum,	it	will	run	better	and	last	longer.	How	to	Wash	a	Top-Loader	Front-loaders	use	less	water	and	are	more	energy	efficient	but	they’re	more	expensive	to	buy	so	top-loaders	remain	a	popular	choice.	You’ll	need	white	vinegar,	baking	soda,	and	an	old	toothbrush	before	you	run	the	washing	machine	in	its	hottest	and	longest	setting	to
start	the	cleaning	process.	Open	the	lid	and	wait	for	the	washing	machine	to	fill	with	water.	When	it	does	add	a	quart	of	the	white	vinegar	and	then	close	the	lid.	Now	open	the	lid	and	put	a	cup	of	baking	soda	into	the	machine.	Let	that	mix	around	for	a	minute	and	then	interrupt	the	cycle.	Leave	the	lid	open	for	an	hour	which	will	give	the	water,
baking	soda	and	vinegar	time	to	mix.	In	the	meantime,	remove	any	parts	you	can	and	soak	them	in	the	sink.	Anything	you	can’t	remove	should	be	scrubbed	with	the	toothbrush.	When	the	hour	is	up,	replace	everything,	close	the	lid	and	continue	the	cycle.	How	to	Wash	a	Front-Loader	You’ll	also	need	vinegar	and	baking	soda	for	this	job	but	the	way
they’re	used	is	a	little	different.	Take	a	bowl	and	mix	water	with	the	baking	soda	then	add	that	solution	to	the	washing	machine’s	detergent	drawer.	Pour	two	cups	of	vinegar	into	the	drum	and	run	on	the	hottest	and	longest	setting.	The	washing	cycle	will	do	the	hard	work	for	you	so	all	you’ll	need	to	do	is	to	remove	stubborn	mold	with	a	brush	before
cleaning	any	residue	with	cold	water.	Other	Maintenance	Tips	You	should	always	use	the	minimum	amount	of	detergent	as	using	too	much	will	create	a	film	on	the	drum	and	hoses	that	leads	to	mold.	You	should	also	use	the	minimum	amount	of	fabric	softener	for	the	same	reasons.	Don’t	let	a	load	finish	and	sit	in	the	drum	for	hours	as	this	creates	a
breeding	ground	for	mildew,	and	when	you’ve	finished	emptying	the	drum	leave	the	door	open	so	that	air	can	circulate	inside	the	machine	which	will	also	prevent	the	buildup	of	mold.	How	Often	Should	You	Clean?	The	recommendation	from	washing	machine	makers	is	to	wash	the	machine	once	a	month.	This	will	help	maintain	the	machine	and	it	will
also	make	sure	your	clothes	come	out	smelling	fresh.	If	you’ve	taken	the	time	to	clean	your	washing	machine,	why	not	do	the	same	with	the	clothes	dryer?	To	do	this,	you’ll	need	to	turn	off	the	machine,	remove	the	lint	filter	and	clean	with	a	vacuum	cleaner,	which	you’ll	also	need	to	remove	fluff,	dust,	and	hair	from	the	drum.	MORE	FROM
LIFE123.COM	Buying	the	highest-rated	washing	machine	is	a	great	way	to	get	the	most	reliable	and	efficient	product	(not	to	mention	the	cleanest	clothes).	Check	out	this	guide	to	find	the	best	washing	machine	brands	(top-load	or	front-load)	for	your	home	and	family.The	Smart	Samsung	WF6500	4.5	cu.	ft.	AddWash™	Front	Load	WasherBefore	you
pick	your	perfect	washing	machine,	you’ll	need	to	size	up	your	space	and	set	up	plumbing	for	a	washing	machine.	The	Samsung	WF6500	is	a	front	load	washer	with	an	AddWash	door	that	allows	you	to	drop	those	dirty	socks	right	into	the	machine	during	a	wash	cycle.	The	washer	is	just	27	inches	wide,	offers	4.5	cubic	feet	of	interior	space	and	washes
a	full	load	in	under	40	minutes.	Control	the	washer	remotely	from	your	smartphone,	use	steam	power	settings	for	stain	removal	and	marvel	at	the	fingerprint-resistant	finish	that	keeps	the	washing	machine	clear	of	smudges.	The	Samsung	WF6500	is	one	of	the	highest-rated	washing	machines	on	the	market.Electrolux	Perfect	Steam	EFLS617SIW
Front-Load	WasherBrand	new	washing	machines	and	second-hand	washing	machines	are	both	great	as	long	as	they	get	the	job	done.	The	Electrolux	Perfect	Steam	offers	nine	cleaning	cycles,	a	steam	clean	option	and	a	stain-soaking	feature	to	take	care	of	those	set-in	stains.	This	front-load	washer	premixes	water	with	your	detergent,	fabric	softener
and	stain	remover	so	that	those	products	are	evenly	distributed	throughout	the	laundry	load.	The	Electrolux	Perfect	Steam	gets	a	quick	wash	finished	in	just	about	15	minutes,	with	presets	for	stains	like	blood	or	chocolate	so	that	you	don’t	accidentally	use	the	wrong	water	temperature.	The	washer	door	reverses	easily	to	open	in	either	direction,	and
the	Electrolux	Perfect	Steam’s	sleek	exterior	gives	it	a	futuristic	look.LG	Electronics	LGWM3770HVA	High-Efficiency	Front	Load	WasherLG	Electronics	offers	some	of	the	best-rated	washing	machines	in	both	front-load	and	top-load	models.	The	LGWM3770HVA	offers	a	4.5-cubic-foot	capacity	with	space	for	almost	20	pounds	of	laundry	per	load.	A
Super	Clean	Cycle	heats	the	water	to	185	degrees	Fahrenheit,	removing	stains	and	allergens	(as	recommended	by	the	Asthma	and	Allergy	Foundation	of	America).	The	LGWM3770HVA	comes	with	the	LG	washing	machine	manual	to	get	you	started	quickly.	Use	the	speedy	cycle	to	clean	a	small	load	of	clothes	in	around	15	minutes,	or	add	the
TWINWash	system	compatibility	and	finish	two	loads	at	once	with	a	SideKick	pedestal	washer	designed	just	for	the	job.Insignia	NS-TWM41WH8A	Top	Load	WonderCheck	out	sales	on	washing	machines	to	get	the	lowest	prices	on	best-reviewed	brands	like	the	Insignia	NS-TWM41WH8A	top	loader.	This	agitating	top-loader	provides	ease	of	use	with
simple	automatic	temperature	control,	automatic	detergent	dispenser	and	a	rotary	dial.	The	stainless-steel	tub	has	a	deep-fill	option	and	a	simple	end-of-cycle	buzzer.	This	washer	is	recommended	for	its	ease	of	use,	and	comes	with	a	standard	one-year	warranty.Samsung	FlexWash	WasherThe	Samsung	FlexWash	washer	houses	two	washers	in	a
single	machine,	although	they	are	both	controlled	separately.	The	top	washer	has	space	for	your	delicate	items	and	clothing	prone	to	damage,	while	the	lower	washer	is	perfect	for	big,	heavy-duty	loads	of	laundry.	The	Samsung	FlexWash	washes	two	loads	at	the	same	time,	has	a	variety	of	washer	settings	for	specialized	laundry	loads	and	offers	up	to
five	rinses	in	every	cycle.	This	front-load	machine	is	taller	than	a	standard	washer,	and	has	five	temperature	options	and	plenty	of	spin	control.	Excellent	for	large	families,	the	Samsung	FlexWash	is	a	truly	flexible	washing	machine.	MORE	FROM	QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET	Unplug	the	washing	machine's	electric	cord	from	the	outlet.	The	agitator
cap	is	the	round	disk	on	top	of	the	agitator	which	sometimes	contains	fabric	softener	or	laundry	detergent.	Depending	on	your	type	of	machine,	you	may	need	to	pry	it	off	with	a	screwdriver.	There	may	be	a	small	slot	where	you	place	the	screwdriver	or	the	cap	may	have	a	gap	all	the	way	around	it.	Directly	below	the	top	cap	is	the	inner	cap	designed
to	prevent	water	and	detergent	from	entering	the	agitator	mechanism.	Remove	this	by	hand	or	with	a	screwdriver.	Fit	the	extender	on	the	socket	wrench.	Fit	the	7/16-inch	socket	(or	whatever	size	is	necessary	for	your	machine)	on	the	end	of	the	extender.	Hold	the	base	of	the	agitator	with	one	hand.	With	the	other	hand,	fit	the	socket	onto	the	agitator
bolt	located	deep	in	the	center	of	the	agitator.	Turn	counter-clockwise	to	remove	the	bolt.	Do	not	use	penetrating	oil	or	any	lubricant	to	remove	a	corroded	or	rusted	bolt.	The	oil	will	remain	in	the	wash	for	a	long	time.	Reach	to	the	bottom	of	the	washing	machine	drum.	Grab	the	lip	of	the	agitator	base	with	your	fingers.	Pull	straight	up	to	remove	the
agitator	from	the	drum.	If	you	need	to	separate	the	upper	agitator	clothes	mover	from	the	agitator	base,	have	an	assistant	hold	the	base	firmly	on	the	ground	while	you	pull	the	clothes	mover	up.	If	you	need	to	replace	the	agitator	dogs,	the	two	large	agitator	parts	will	separate	to	provide	you	with	access	to	the	dogs.	Replace	the	agitator	by	reversing
the	removal	steps.	Reattach	the	agitator	top	and	base.	Slide	the	reassembled	part	back	into	the	machine.	Screw	the	bolt	back	on	by	turning	the	bolt	clockwise.	Finish	by	adding	the	two	caps	on	top.	For	tangled	clothing	or	sheets	at	the	base,	determine	the	direction	of	the	machine's	spin	cycle.	Hold	the	drum	steady	with	one	hand.	With	the	other	hand,
spin	the	agitator	in	the	opposite	direction	of	the	machine's	spin	cycle.	As	you	do	this,	have	an	assistant	slowly	pull	out	the	clothing.	If	this	doesn't	work,	then	proceed	with	removing	the	agitator.	After	removing	the	agitator	bolt,	loop	a	flat	nylon	strap	(such	as	a	dog	leash)	around	the	bottom	of	the	agitator	base.	Draw	the	loose	ends	of	the	strap	up	and
out	of	the	drum.	Lay	a	broom	handle	across	the	top	of	the	washer.	Wrap	the	loose	ends	of	the	strap	around	the	broom	handle.	Use	the	handle	as	a	lever	to	pull	the	agitator	up.	Make	sure	that	you	are	using	the	correct	socket	for	the	bolt.	A	socket	even	one	size	too	large	will	strip	the	bolt	head.	If	the	socket	set	has	been	used	frequently,	the	socket
might	be	rounded	down	on	the	inside.	Purchase	a	new	socket	and	try	that.	Corroded	or	rusted	parts	may	prevent	you	from	removing	the	agitator	bolt	or	the	entire	agitator.	If	you	cannot	do	either	without	the	risk	of	stripping	the	bolt	or	breaking	the	agitator,	call	an	appliance	repair	expert	for	help.
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